
 The picture of 
Judgment Day can 
easily scare us, can’t 
it? We are kind of 
here and now 
creatures. We focus 
on what’s in front of 
us, and it’s very hard 
to think of things that 
we’ve never 
experienced. So when 
God tells us that the 

world will end—that mountains will fall into the heart of 
the sea, that the stars will fall from the sky, that the sun 
and moon will not exist, that this world will go away 
completely—it’s hard for us to imagine that and not get 
scared, because this world here and now is all we’ve 
ever known. The events of Judgment Day as we look at 
them in Scripture and sing about them in hymns can 
easily terrify us. Just listen to this description of the end 
of the world from Revelation chapter 6: “There was a 
great earthquake. The sun turned black like sackcloth 
made of goat hair, the whole moon turned blood red, 

and the stars in the sky fell to earth, as late figs drop 
from a fig tree when shaken by a strong wind. The sky 
receded like a scroll, rolling up, and every mountain and 
island was removed from its place.” (Revelation 6:12-
14) 

And that hasn’t even gotten us to the truly terrifying 
part of Judgment Day, has it? The part of Judgment Day 
that can really be intimidating is the part in Daniel that 
says at the end of the Old Testament text, “The court 
was seated, and the books were opened.” We hear 
about those books and the heart drops into the stomach. 
We get nervous and we get scared. But then we 
remember, as believers, that we already know what is 
found in those books. We already know the outcome, 
don’t we? 

We know that on the last day we will stand before 
God and we will have Jesus’ righteousness covering us. 

That’s Judgment Day for the believer. All those who 
believe in Jesus as their Savior will have his perfection 
covering them. All those who don’t believe in Jesus as 
their Savior will be condemned. As we come to the close 
of another church year, we come once again to the day 
of “Last Judgment.” We get to review these simple truths 
again. So I ask you, what’s your reaction to this final 
judgment, this final verdict, for the unbeliever? It’s 
certainly comforting to know what is waiting for us, for 
believers. What about the unbeliever? Do you feel pity 
for them? Do you feel sorry for them? Or do you take a 
certain amount of joy and satisfaction in thinking they 
get what they deserve? 

When Paul was writing to the Romans they were in 
danger of a certain kind of self-righteousness. They were 
looking down on those who had committed ugly and 
immoral sin as though the Roman Christians were much 
better. Paul describes the immoral world surrounding 
the Christian congregation, and it’s harsh. He says it this 
way in the last verse of chapter 1: “They have become 
filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and 
depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit 
and malice. They are gossips, slanderers, God-haters, 
insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of 
doing evil; they disobey their parents; they are 
senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. Although they 
know God’s righteous decree that those who do such 
things deserve death, they not only continue to do 
these very things but also approve of those who 
practice them.” Boy, that’s a pretty harsh description of 
the unbelieving world, isn’t it? No wonder those type of 
people get God’s wrathful and righteous judgment, they 
get what they deserve! 

But in Romans 2 Paul gives the believers in Rome a 
stern warning when it comes to God’s wrathful and 
righteous judgment. In the first chapter of Romans Paul 
makes it clear that those who sinned in horrible ways are 
guilty of God’s condemnation, of his righteous judgment 
against sin. But Paul says that this makes our sinful 
nature feel self-righteous, as though those wicked 
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people get what they deserve while we are in the clear 
because we are just simply better than they are. But Paul 
says, think again! 

Right after his description the immoral world in 
chapter 1, Paul turns the table on the Roman Christians 
starting in chapter 2. “You, therefore, have no excuse, 
you who pass judgment on someone else, for at 
whatever point you judge the other, you are 
condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment 
do the same things. Now we know that God’s judgment 
against those who do such things is based on truth. So 
when you, a mere man, pass judgment on them and yet 
do the same things, do you think you will escape God’s 
judgment? Or do you show contempt for the riches of 
his kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing that 
God’s kindness leads you toward repentance?” You see, 
any time you preach law, or you 
show sin, it becomes very easy, 
almost natural, for us to think of it in 
detached terms. It becomes easy for 
us to condemn “them out there,” 
because they are so immoral and 
godless, and then to think that we 
are much better. 

You know what this self-
righteousness looks like, and so do I. 
We know it because as we hear that 
long and lengthy description of those 
who disobey God in Romans chapter 
1, certain types of people come to 
mind. Types of people who live apart 
from God and always seem to be 
warring against Christians. Perhaps 
certain political issues come up and 
we think of those people who are 
godless and force their godless 
agendas on everyone else, and we 
become self-righteous in thinking, “You don’t deserve 
God’s grace anyway.” 

To give you another perspective on what this can 
look like, think of the prophet, Jonah. Do you remember 
what he said after he had gone to the city of Nineveh, a 
very immoral city? He preached God’s law to them, and 
they repented, but listen to what happens next. “When 
God saw what they did and how they turned from their 
evil ways, he had compassion and did not bring upon 
them the destruction he had threatened. But Jonah was 
greatly displeased and became angry. He prayed to the 
LORD, ‘O LORD, is this not what I said when I was still at 
home? That is why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish. I 
knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, 
slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents 
from sending calamity. Now, O LORD, take away my 

life, for it is better for me to die than to live.’” (Jonah 
3:10-4:3) Jonah didn’t think the Ninevites deserved God’s 
grace. He had no desire to proclaim the gospel to them, 
even in the face of impending judgment. 

How easy it is for us to have the same attitude 
towards the immoral world around us. This is what Paul 
says of such an attitude in Romans 2. “But because of 
your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are 
storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God’s 
wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed. 
God ‘will give each person according to what he has 
done.’ To those who by persistence in doing good seek 
glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal life. 
But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the 
truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger. 
There will be trouble and distress for every human being 

who does evil: first for the Jew, then 
for the Gentile; but glory, honor and 
peace for everyone who does good: 
first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 
For God does not show favoritism.” 
 Paul is telling these judgmental 
Romans that if they want to play the 
self-righteous game of thinking that 
the sinful world around them gets 
what it deserves but they themselves 
deserve God’s grace, then they have 
to play that game through to the end. 
It’s easy to become self-righteous in 
that sense and look down on others. 
But Paul makes it abundantly clear in 
the next chapter that if God judges 
based on what we actually deserve 
then we are all in the same boat. 
“There is no one righteous, not even 
one; there is no one who 
understands, no one who seeks God. 

All have turned away, they have together become 
worthless; there is no one who does good, not even 
one.” (Romans 3:11-12) We all deserve God’s righteous 
judgment. And God would be right to judge the whole 
world according to their sins, because we deserve eternal 
judgment for those sins. 

But is that the judgment we receive? Not at all! Why 
not? It has nothing to do with how righteous we are or 
how good we’ve been from ourselves. It has everything 
to do with the righteousness that God gave us through 
faith in Christ. That’s exactly what Paul says in chapter 
3:21-24. “But now a righteousness from God, apart from 
law, has been made known, to which the Law and the 
Prophets testify. This righteousness from God comes 
through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is 
no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the 



glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through 
the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.” You see? You 
can stand confidently in the courtroom of God at the end 
of time and know for certain that when God looks in the 
book of the record of your righteousness he sees there 
Christ, not you. You can know for certain that in your book 
is written, “All requirements fulfilled. Nothing left 
undone.” You can know for certain that in the Book of Life 
God has your name written there because Christ has 
removed your sin forever as far as the east is from the 
west. 

And notice that this righteousness which comes from 
Christ is for all. “For all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through 
the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.” This same 
righteousness that covers you—that takes away your sin, 
that gives you confidence and comfort in the face of 
pending doom and destruction at the end of time—this 
same righteousness which comes from Christ Jesus is for 
everyone! It’s for the world out there too! It’s for all who 
believe in Jesus as their Savior! 

What a wonderful message! What a beautiful plan! 
What a breath-taking love that shows God’s salvation, full 
and free, for all! This is the message that we can take to 
the dying world who so desperately needs to hear the 
gospel! You see, when we are faced with the prospect of 
the world around us being judged, our reaction should 
never be, “Good, they get what they deserve!” If it ever is, 
then remember that you aren’t getting what you deserve, 
because you have been saved by Christ, just like them! 
Instead our reaction should be, “I need to tell as many 
people as I can about Jesus my Savior, because he’s their 
Savior too!” 

Think of a courtroom movie when it comes down to 
the last day, and the defendant who is innocent has a fate 
that hangs in the balance as he looks around for his lawyer 
who is late. He knows that everything hinges on whether 
or not his lawyer comes to make his defense. Then at the 
last minute that lawyer comes with the key witness or key 
evidence and through his clear argument changes the 
verdict. You have not been left in the courtroom of God’s 
judgment without Christ. He is there to defend you, to 
take your punishment, to give you forgiveness, and to 
change your verdict to “not guilty!” But the world out 
there does not know Jesus. They have the same 
forgiveness and grace through what Christ has done, but 
they have not heard about him, or don’t believe in him. 
You can take that message to them so that they are not 
left in that courtroom without Jesus, their only hope of 
salvation. 

This is what a fresh perspective of Judgment Day 
brings to us. We have nothing to fear as believers in Jesus, 
nothing to fear because of the one who saves us. The 
same God who sent his Son to die on the cross for us 
cannot and will not turn around and condemn us. But 
those who do not know Jesus are in danger of that 
judgment. And knowing that the last day can come at any 
moment gives us what we call the end times urgency to 
tell as many people as we can about this wonderful verdict 
that comes through faith in Christ Jesus. So don’t be afraid 
of Judgment Day. You have nothing to fear. You have 
everything to be joyful about because of Jesus. So share 
that joy with others. Amen. 


